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SALAH AH DIN PROVINCE, Iraq—
The town of Tuz, Iraq has played a signifi-
cant role in Coalition operations since 
2003, and today more of its 15,000 resi-
dents have reliable electricity. 

 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 

northern Iraq completed an electrical net-
work project in February that brings elec-
tricity generated at the Bayji power plant 
to approximately 3,000 Iraqi homes in this 
village located 110 miles north of Bagh-
dad. 

“We expanded the existing distribution 
system so that the same amount of elec-
tricity could be provided to more homes in 
the neighborhood,” said Oni Gomez, resi-
dent engineer in the Gulf Region North 
district’s Tikrit Resident Office. 

 
Rehabilitating the existing Tuz power 

network included installing 30 new trans-
formers, as well as eight kilometers of 
conductors and power poles, Gomez 
added. The contractor began work in Oc-
tober 2007 and the project was turned 
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Contractor employees rig a 250 kVA transformer to be hoisted for 
placement on new power poles in Tuz, Iraq. The electrical network 
project benefiting 15,000 residents was turned over to the Gov-
ernment of Iraq Feb. 12. (USACE photo) 
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over to the Director of Electricity in Tuz 
on Feb. 12. The $1.1 million project was 
funded through the Economic Support 
Fund. 

 
“The way forward from here is for 

power generation to be increased,” Go-
mez said, “so that the system we in-
stalled in this project can be used to its 
full potential.” 

 
The Gulf Region North district provides 

project and construction management 
services for military and civil construction 
in the seven northern provinces of Iraq, 
helping the new provincial governments 
assume responsibility for managing their 
infrastructure development, as well as the 
capability to sustain it. To date, the Gulf 
Region North district has completed 207 
reconstruction projects in the Salah ah 
Din province, totaling $209 million. An-
other 28 projects are currently ongoing, 
totaling $64.4 million. 

Note:  LuAnne Fantasia is the public affairs officer with the Gulf Region North district, U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Iraq. For more information, contact her at (540) 542-1437 or email requests to 
CEGRD.PAO@tac01.usace.army.mil. For more information on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Iraq, visit 
www.grd.usace.army.mil. 

More than eight kilometers of electrical overhead 
distribution lines were included in the $1.1 million 
Economic Support Fund project that was completed 
in Tuz, Iraq, in February. The electrical network pro-
ject benefits approximately 3,000 homes in this 
small town 110 miles north of Baghdad. (USACE 
photo) 


